
         May 2019 
 
Dear Incoming Pre-AP English 9 Students and Parents: 
 
Since the 2006-2007 school year, the English Department at Lebanon High School has 
required a summer reading assignment for our Honors College Level students.  One goal 
of this program is to provide opportunities for LHS English Honors students to grow in 
their understanding of various genres of literature.  We also want to emphasize the 
significances of reading and the writing process in academic growth.  All LHS English 
Honors College Level students are required to read at least one book, complete various 
assignments in conjunction with the reading, and be prepared to discuss the literature 
and/or do a presentation over the work at the beginning of the school year. 
 
For the summer of 2019, Pre-AP 9 students will be choosing a memoir or autobiography 
to read.  A memoir is an autobiographical piece of writing that generally focuses on a 
portion of the author’s life rather than the entire scope of his or her life.  Memoirs often 
focus on a brief period of time or series of related events.  Although they are factual, 
memoirs often possess a fictional quality of storytelling, including elements like setting, 
characterization, plot development, conflict, imagery, foreshadowing and flashback, 
irony, and symbolism (www.inkspell.homestead.com/memoir.html). 
 
Students are responsible for obtaining the book of their choice from the attached list.  The 
Lebanon Public Library has been given this list and should have copies of some, if not 
all, of these books.  These books can also be easily purchased from a reputable bookstore 
or through online bookstores such as www.amazon.com or www.barnesandnoble.com. 
 
These books are designed for high school, college, and adult readers, so some titles might 
contain some explicit language, violence, or sexual situations.  Parents are strongly 
encouraged to be involved in the selection process.  In fact, I encourage parents to also 
read the book and discuss its significances with your child.  If you fear that you might be 
offended by the content of a particular book, please choose another title. 
 
As you select a book, read the front and back covers and inside flaps.  Also, take the time 
to skim through a few pages before committing yourself to a particular memoir.  You 
may also want to find and read reviews of the book as part of your selection process. 
 
Of course, you are expected to select a book that you have not previously read.  
Should you recognize a book with which you’re already familiar, give it a friendly nod 
and smile and move on to introduce yourself to another title. 
 
Here are the various selections: 
 
Endurance: A Year in Space, A Lifetime of Discovery by Scott Kelly 
Teacher Man by Frank McCourt 
Lazy B by Sandra Day O’Conner 
Beyond Band of Brothers: The War Memoirs of Major Dick Winters by Dick Winters 



Black Boy by Richard Wright 
Still Me by Christopher Reeve 
Alone on the Wall by Alex Honnold 
Angela’s Ashes by Frank McCourt 
My American Journey by Colin Powell 
I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings by Maya Angelou 
Rocket Boys by Homer Hickam 
Walk Across America by Peter Jenkins 
Tuesdays with Morrie by Mitch Albom 
Black Like Me by John Howard Griffin 
Living Out Loud: Sports, Cancer, and the Things Worth Fighting For by Craig Sager 
An Hour Before Daylight: Memoirs of a Rural Boyhood by Jimmy Carter 
Buffalo for the Broken Heart: Restoring Life to a Black Hills Ranch by Dan O’Brien 
A Girl Named Zippy: Growing up Small in Moorland, Indiana by Haven Kimmel 
Night by Elie Wiesel 
Look Me in the Eye: My Life with Asperger’s by John Elder Robinson 
North: Finding My Way While Running the Appalachian Trail by Scott Jurek 
I am Malala: The Girl Who Stood Up for Education and Was Shot by the Taliban  
 by Malala Yousafzai 
A Long Way Gone: Memoirs of a Boy Soldier by Ismael Beah 
Forward: A Memoir by Abby Wambach  
A Long Way Home by Saroo Brierly 
Sully: My Search for What Truly Matters by Chelsey B. Sullenberger III 
 
 
 
As you read, keep notes in a composition or full-sized spiral notebook.  Please be sure to 
date each entry and identify each section of the book to which you are responding.  You 
are expected to include these components in your reader’s notebook: 
 
a. Vocabulary Enhancement and Development 
 
For every 20-25 pages of reading, you should list two to five words which are either new 
to you or might prove to be challenging to other readers.  After you list the word, provide 
a definition from context clues or a paraphrased definition from a reliable source.  Then, 
write an original sentence using the word or related form. 
 
b. Reader Response Entries 
 
For every 20-25 pages of reading, you should write one or two responses to the material.  
Each entry should be a solid paragraph or two in length.  Attached to this letter, you will 
find a handout labeled “Ideas for Class Discussion and Response Entries for Literature.”  
Feel free to use these sentence lead-ins to help you begin your responses. 
 
 
 



 
c. Notes about Characterization 
 
As you read through the various sections, identify the various character traits of the 
central figure of the book.  Be sure to provide evidence from the text that supports each 
trait.  Please be sure to note page numbers from your book for this section, as you 
will need to cite information when we start the school year. 
 
Once you begin the fall semester at Lebanon High School, you will use the book and 
completed reader’s notebook to help you complete some writing assignments during the 
first two to three weeks of class in August.  
 
It is imperative that each student has read the book and completed the notebook before 
the first day of classes in the fall semester. 
 
If you have any questions, please email me at gouldr@leb.k12.in.us (this is my school 
account).  I will be checking my email weekly during the summer. 
 
In addition to the analytical aspects of the book, I hope you enjoy reading about the life 
of an interesting person as you fulfill these assignments. 
 
Please pay attention to your summer calendar and allow yourself enough time for careful 
reading and responses.  I look forward to meeting you in August and reading your 
thoughts about your selection.  If time allows, I would encourage you to read other books 
from the list for pleasure and potential discussion in class. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Robert Gould 
English Pre-AP 9 Teacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Ideas for Class Discussion and Response Journal Entries for Literature 
 
I thought it was interesting when…. 
 
When…..happened….it made me feel….. 
 
I predict….. will happen next because….. 
 
I wonder what might have happened if………….had happened. 
 
The title of this story is appropriate because….., but another good title would 
be………..because…… 
 
The author’s main idea was………. 
 
When……….happened, it reminded me of………...(personal experience, movies, plays, 
tv shows, literary example) 
 
I think the character……feels……….because………. 
 
I think the character’s mood is………..because………….. 
 
The character………..acts like……….. 
 
I think the character………..has the personality traits………. 
 
I like/dislike the illustrations because……………. 
 
These illustrations truly fit the text because…………. 
 
I think the author’s philosophy on life is………… because…………… 
 
This author is like………..because…………. 
 
This work is like the author’s other works because…………. 
 
…………is like………….because 
 
………..is different from………because…… 
 
Even though……….doesn’t say…….I think he/she means this……… 
 
When I made a prediction, at first I thought…and now I know……… 
 
Even though….doesn’t say……..I think he/she means this………. 
 


